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DECISION NOTICE 
ADOPTION OF EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

 
Scobey Water Improvement Project – Phase 2 

June 2020 
City of Scobey 

Lat. 48.791030   Long. -105.420988 
Daniels County 

 
Existing Environmental Review Document:   

City of Scobey, Water System Improvements Project 
USDA Rural Development Environmental Review Acceptance Letter - Attached 

 
Type and Purpose of Action 
 

The City of Scobey is the county seat for Daniels County and is located 14 miles south of the 
Canadian Border at the junction of Highway 13 and Highway 5 in the Poplar River Basin. 
The greatest challenge currently facing the City of Scobey is the physical condition of their 
distribution system. Approximately 48% of their water mains are cast iron pipe 
approaching 100 years of age. These pipes are rusted and deteriorated to the point that 
they severely impact the City’s water quality and pose a significant health risk. The 
degradation of water quality is primarily attributed to the rust buildup in the cast iron 
mains. In addition, the City has experienced the following issues: 

• The City loses an average of over 40% of their pumped water annually. 

• In 2013, a water leak ran for two days before crews were able to isolate it, shutting 
down water service to several blocks of the City. In January 2016, a leak in Main 
Street shut down service to two blocks of downtown for nearly two days and 
damaged the basement of an adjacent business. 

• 16 fire hydrants are inoperable and another 32 hydrants need to be added to the 
system in order to meet DEQ Circular 1 and NFPA fire code regulations. An 8-block 
area in the middle of the City does not have coverage from hydrants. 

• The City repairs leaks at an average rate of twice the recommended standard by 
AWWA (0.30 leaks/mile in the City compared to an industry standard of 0.15 
leaks/mile). In 2015, the City repaired leaks at a rate of 0.52 leaks/mile of main. 

• Many valves in the system are rusted into the open position, making it difficult to 
isolate sections of the system to repair leaks. 

• Water main leaks that occur in areas where leaking underground storage tank 
(LUST) sites are located can create a backflow of hydrocarbon contaminated soils 
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into the system. The 2013 leak mentioned above was next to an active LUST site, 
while the 2016 leak was in an inactive LUST site.  

•  Fire flows cannot be met in over 53% of the City, including downtown and the 
school.  

• Area soils have eaten away the cast iron mains from the outside, creating “hot spots” 
where major leaks occur. 

The preferred alternative is to replace all cast iron water mains within the system with PVC 
water mains and upsize the mains to a minimum of 8” diameter.  

Construction of the project began June of 2020 and will be completed in March 2022.  
 
Explanation of the decision(s) that must be made regarding the proposed action (i.e. 
approve grant or loan and provide funding): 
 
DNRC will approve the grant to provide funding for the Scobey Water Improvement Project – Phase 
2. 
 
Criteria for Adopting Existing Environmental Review 
☒The existing environmental review covers an action paralleling or closely related to the proposed 
action. 
☒The information in the existing environmental review is accurate and clearly presented. 

☒The information in the existing environmental review is applicable to the action being 
considered. 
☒All appropriate Agencies were consulted during preparation of the existing environmental 
review. 
☒Alternatives to the proposed action evaluated as part of the existing environmental review effort. 

☒The impacts of the proposed action been accurately identified as part of the existing 
environmental review. 
☒The existing environmental review identifies any significant impacts as a result of the proposed 
action and those identified will they be mitigated below the level of significance. 
 
Adopt 
The existing environmental review can be considered sufficient to satisfy DNRC’s MEPA review 
responsibilities. No further analysis needed. 
 

Existing 
Analysis 

Reviewed By: 

Name:  Erin Wall Date: 3/25/2022 

Title: 
Email: 

ARPA Program Specialist 
Erin.wall@mt.gov 

 

 
 

Approved By: 
Name: Mark Bostrom 

Title: CARDD Division Administrator 

Signature:  Date:  
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Environmental Review Documents and the Decision Notice for this project are available to the 
general public by request at the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC), 
Conservation and Resource Development Division (CARDD) at 1539 11th Ave, Helena, MT. 
Phone (406) 444-3022 
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Rural Development • Montana State Office 
2229 Boot Hill Court • Bozeman, MT 59715 
Voice (406) 585-2580 • Fax 855-576-2674 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 
To file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter 
containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at 
program.intake@usda.gov. 

 
TO:  Eleanor Kindness, Area Specialist, Billings, Montana 
   
FROM:  Ed Everaert, P.E., State Environmental Coordinator/State Engineer 
 
DATE:  April 26, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: City of Scobey, Water System Improvements Project 
 
 
I have reviewed the Project Reports for the City of Scobey, Water System Improvements Project 
and have made the following determinations: 
 
CONCURRENCE WITH CLASSIFICATION OF PROPOSAL  
 Categorical Exclusion (4-25-2018) with an Environmental Report (7 CFR 1970.54). 
 
 No extraordinary circumstances exist (7 CFR 1970.52) 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 

The Final April 2018 Environmental Report and documentation are acceptable and meet 
USDA RD requirements. 

 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 No public notices were required for the Categorical Exclusion. Public meetings were 

held for the PER, ER, and Preferred Alternative for the proposed Project. 
 
If there are any questions or concerns, please contact me at richard.everaert@mt.usda.gov or 
call me at 406-585-2532. 
 
 
 
 
cc: Steve Troendle, Community Programs Director 
 Karen Sanchez, State Engineer 
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